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Regenerating secondary school 

education could be geared towards making 
it strong, functional and self-reliant. It 
should grow to be able to meet the present 
challenges of poverty and unemployment 
in Nigeria. Hornby (1995) defined  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

regeneration as making something to 
become strong and to grow. To become 
strong in this context could mean enduring 
and become valid. In order to build a great, 
peaceful, united and self reliant country, 
the curricular of secondary school 
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education needs to be changed or 
renovated. The renovations in the 
secondary curricular are not necessarily 
going to be new policies to be introduced. 
But rather an action plan by making some 
changes that will improve performance in 
terms of quality and skill acquisition in 
secondary education. 

 
Secondary education has been 

defined as the stage of education following 
primary school (Wikipedia, 2008). It is 
also regarded as a transitory educational 
stage whose products have two-prolonged 
destinations, namely, higher education or 
gainful employment in the society. These 
views are clearly stated in the National 
Policy on Education by the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria. (2004:18) that the 
broad aims of secondary education is to 
prepare individuals for useful living within 
the society, and higher education. The 
curriculum content of secondary education 
in Nigeria was, therefore diversified to 
achieve the two broad goals. General or 
academic and vocational education were 
encapsulated into a two stage secondary 
education system referred to as junior and 
senior secondary schools. This was the 
case until 1999 when the federal 
government of Nigeria launched the 
Universal Basic Education (UBE) scheme.  

 
The UBE is defined by the Federal 

Ministry of Education (1999) as cited by 
Alani (2002:40) as early childhood and 
pre-primary education, primary education, 
the first three years of secondary 
education, and basic and functional literacy 
for out-of-school children, youth and adult.  

Thus, the UBE incorporates the 
junior secondary school into the new 
structure leaving three years of senior 
secondary school as the new period that 
could be referred to as secondary 
education. In the national policy on 
Education (FRN, 2004) one of the national 
objectives is to build a united, strong and 
self reliant nation. The achievement of this 
objectives was aimed by means of 
education especially through science and 
technology education. 

 
Hornby (1995) defined self-

reliance as having or showing confidence 
in one’s own powers or judgments. In 
other words, a self-reliant person can face 
any challenge in life, is creative with an 
instinct to be very useful to himself and his 
community. Therefore introducing 
programmes that will foster self reliance 
into our secondary education will change 
the students’ attitude to work through skill 
acquisition and to be able to render 
services to their immediate community.  

 
Self-reliance programe in 

secondary education encourage the spirit 
of discovery, innovation and inventions, 
and inculcates the urge for a worthwhile 
career choice for a perfect capital oriented 
occupation (Nwokoye, 2003). In Nigerian 
education system, the national policy on 
education has made copious provision for 
the implementation of science and 
technical education at the secondary school 
level. Ironically the will to evolve culture 
of self-reliance has been provided but the 
strategies to actualize the will are lacking. 
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This is so because according to 
(Okeke, 2003) the course instruction 
whereby science and technical education is 
taught in schools, does not seem to show 
any deliberate attempt on the part of 
government to evolve a system of science 
and technical education worth talking 
about. The learning environment does not 
promote effective learning because basic 
facilities for teaching and learning 
resources are generally not available 
(Ifelunni, 2006). More so, there is the 
relegation of technical education to the 
background in preference to university 
education, crime, illiteracy, 
unemployment, higher cost of services and 
insecurity are indices of poverty in the 
country. Poverty could be eradicated by 
providing opportunities that would enable 
the citizens get the basic and essential 
means of achieving socio-economic 
independence. This paper therefore 
discusses the need to regenerate secondary 
education for poverty eradication and self-
reliance as a remedy for national 
development. 
 
Problems of Secondary Education in 
Nigeria 

One major problem of secondary 
education is the curricular. The curricular 
for most subjects such as biology, 
Geography, Business Studies etc are 
unachievable as the curricular are too wide. 
In business studies at the junior secondary 
school level, some of the topics are out-
dated as most book-keeping is done by 
computer. In English language students are 
required to study novels that are not 
popularly read and this contributes to lack 

of interest Nigerian students show in 
modern literature. Emphasis on language 
study is placed on reading and writing.  

They therefore, spend long hours 
reading from textbooks to prepare for 
examination. 

 
The disruption of academic 

calendars due to teacher’s strike has put a 
doubt on the quality of secondary school 
education. In the last ten years, a lot has 
happened that has make teaching and 
learning not meaningful in Nigeria such as 
ineffective services of guidance 
counsellors in our secondary schools. This 
has resulted in student’s registering and 
pursuing professions with unrelated 
subjects. Most school counsellors are 
forced to teach instead of engaging them in 
counseling activities. Poor emphasis on 
education for life at our secondary school 
level. Students are poorly prepared or 
equipped with vocational and professional 
academic studies which ought to be the 
bottom-line of the secondary school 
education. Poor supervision which makes 
mistakes to linger on for long. Lack of 
necessary materials such as infrastructure, 
machinery and textbook for programme 
implementation. Poor school environment 
for learning and condition of teachers. All 
these and others not listed make it 
imperative for regeneration of secondary 
education to be inevitable. 
 
Regenerating Secondary Education: A 
Practical Dimension 

In Nigeria, there are evidences 
suggesting the need for change and growth 
in the education sector. For instance, in the 
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quest for paper qualification instead of 
knowledge, students’ success seems 
limited with high drop out rates and 
unemployment. Such evidences are 
indication that change is imminent. A 
regenerated secondary school education 
with regard to the curriculum is one which 
is student-centered with contents relevant 
to the world of work as well as meeting the 
interests, needs and abilities of the 
learners. The curriculum should be 
renewed periodically. This will ensure that 
the curriculum is realistic and abreast of 
modern development (skills, knowledge, 
attitudes) in the particular discipline 
involved. Abstract examination curriculum 
and syllabus should be replaced with 
teaching curriculum. 

 
According to Ali (2005), national 

school curriculum reforms are undertaken 
every five years in Britain at all tiers of 
education based on nationwide research 
findings, experience gained from school 
monitoring and assessment, input from the 
organized private sector, professional 
teacher groups, among others. Nigeria 
should borrow a leaf from Britain where 
planning and revitalizing education 
continue on regular basis to ensure that 
education is relevant, responsive and 
focused. One way of constantly 
repositioning education is through a 
planned and purposeful school curriculum 
reform involving stakeholders, including 
government with political will and 
financial commitment to address  all issues 
resultant from curriculum reform 
initiatives. 

A diversified functional secondary 
education which deliberately makes 
provision for and pursues research and 
development is needed with clear 
objectives, procedures and targets. Such a 
well planned, funded and systematic 
education would encourage the acquisition 
of indigenous as well as Western  and 
Eastern technology for adaptation and 
mass manufacturing and production in 
Nigeria. This will enhance, even if 
directly, job creation and financial profit to 
the nation. Entrepreneurship education in 
secondary schools is the education that 
would provide training experience and 
skills that are suitable for entrepreneurship 
endeavours. An entrepreneur is someone 
that has developed certain skills, attitudes 
and behaviours that enable him to establish 
a business thereby creating job for himself 
and others. They are innovators developing 
new technologies, new products and 
services or adapting existing technologies 
to new use. Ingbenebor (2006) opined that 
entrepreneur raises the level of 
productivity in the economy by harnessing 
and utilizing resources efficiently.  

 
Entrepreneurship education thus 

prepares graduates with entrepreneurial 
knowledge and inculcate skills that are 
socially usable. It will produce self-reliant 
graduates who can utilize the skills they 
have acquired to establish personal 
business. This means educating for the 
production of useable and marketable 
skills necessary for employment generation 
and wealth creation. 
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Secondary education needs 
overhauling. Emphasis in science and 
technology should be geared towards 
laboratory practice. Students should learn 
by doing. The study of physics for example 
should be related to everyday needs so that 
students can connected a blown fuse, cope 
with simple mechanical problems around 
the home. Agriculture must be rooted in 
the practice of farming.e.g poultry farming.  

 
Urban schools can modify this 

with carpentry, barbing saloon, radio 
repairs, photocopy etc. Fish farming could 
be introduced in the teaching and learning 
of Biology. It is expected that computer 
science with emphasis on the practical 
aspect be included in the Junior secondary 
school subjects as a core subject. For 
instance, in America, their national policy 
emphasized and include information 
technology in their school curriculum at all 
levels of their educational system. The 
crop of school leavers should be those that 
can do things with their hands to achieve 
the national goals of self-reliance. 

 
Finally, the major anchor upon 

which Nigerian education can be 
predictably regenerated in an orderly 
manner is funds. Funds are needed for all 
aspects of regenerating education. Any 
effort at regenerating or repositioning 
secondary education would require ample 
funding. Such increases must be both 
timely, targeted to projects and judiciously 
managed. Once government is made to see 
and understand the compelling strategic 
leadership and funding needs as well as the 
importance of functional education and 

teachers, its acceptance of putting in more 
money and making more meaningful in-
puts/efforts in education will naturally 
follow. Teachers at all levels need to 
disseminate more aggressively their 
professional needs, more than is the case 
now. 

 
Conclusion  

Education is the greatest 
investment that a nation can make for the 
quick development of its economic, 
political, sociological and human 
resources. Major proportions of the 
developed world’s national income come 
from the service sector which is based on 
imparting skills or training to the students 
and youth. Since education sector is the 
most sought after, it must necessarily be 
regenerated to meet up with the globalize 
world educational expectation. This is 
because knowledge has become the most 
important factor for economic 
development in the 21st century and 
Nigeria cannot be left out.  

 
Recommendations    

In order to have a successful 
regeneration of secondary education for 
poverty eradication and self-reliance, there 
is the need to put in place some strategies 
for consideration. 
1. Government must totally be in full 

control of secondary education 
guidelines for operation of both 
private and public schools which must 
be backed upon legally so that 
defaulting schools can be closed 
down. Standards should not be 
compromised. 
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2. Ensure that all teachers in schools are 
professionals. This is in consonance 
with Baikie (2002) who asserted that 
only the teachers who posses the 
necessary technical competence and 
professional skills can rise to meet the 
challenges of regenerating education. 

3. Re-orientation of teachers towards 
societal expectation of their role 
performance through organized 
retreat, workshop, seminars, 
conferences on trend of teaching 
profession in a globalize economy. 

4. Government must ensure conducive 
teaching/learning environment in both 
private and public schools. 

5. Ethical and social issues fall within 
the realm of complying with due 
process and doctrine of fairness, 
justice and equity in educational 
institutional governance. Periodic 
sensitization workshops should be 
held for teachers and administrators. 
The workshops should address 
burning ethical and social issues 
including cultism and examination 
malpractice, etc. 

6. Students to be well guided by 
guidance counsellors in the selection 
of subjects in relationship with career 
choice.     
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